
 

 

 

August 26, 2014 
 
Ministry of Transportation 
3rd Floor, Ferguson Block 
77 Wellesley Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1Z8 
 

Dear Min. Del Duca, 

I am writing to express my views and concerns and those of my constituents relating to 
the fares that are to be set for the UP Express when it commences operation in 2015. 

First and foremost, a “fare policy” is needed from Metrolinx that can be used to both 
explain and justify fares. Such a policy should reflect and be mindful of the different 
users of the UP express.   

Although the UP Express’ original purpose was a destination rail to connect Toronto’s 
Union Station to the Pearson International Airport, it is safe to say that the project has 
evolved to be much more than simply that. The UP Express now includes planned stops 
in Weston and Bloor West between its destination at the airport and Union station, 
enabling the residents outside of Toronto’s downtown core to now be able to benefit 
from the very project that previously would have run through their neighbourhoods 
without providing any advantage to them. 

We are in the process of investing billions of dollars in transit expansion to both the TTC 
and GO transit, mostly paid for by the Province of Ontario. I am not aware of any policy 
governing either GO or the TTC that stipulates that new construction of public transit will 
be paid for by transit fares. 

For example, if TTC fares are not expected to cover the construction costs received 
from the Province of Ontario to build the Eglinton Crosstown or any of the many other 
expansion projects planned for the future, then neither should the UP Express fares. If 
this were the case for public transit, both GO and TTC fares would increase 
significantly. 

Also, the purpose of the UP Express is to reduce congestion by taking thousands of 
cars off of the road. Paying the airport for lost parking revenue would be penalizing UP 
Express users for improving commute times and reducing auto emissions.   



 

The consistency of Metrolinx’s decision to compensate the airport for these revenue 
losses must be questioned. If this is the case, Metrolinx should also compensate the 
several businesses that would be affected by the loss of thousands of cars in and 
around the airport. In order for our government to keep its commitment to transparency, 
Metrolinx should release the full agreement with the airport and all related documents 
that deal with the decision to impose a loss-of-revenue surcharge on the UP Express 
fare to the public. 

The UP Express will not just carry visitors to Ontario and Toronto, it will also carry 
Ontarians. This means that Ontario taxpayers would be penalized by paying a high fare, 
including local residents using the train from Weston and Bloor West stops.  

To reiterate, the fare policy should reflect the fact that the UP Express is now a publicly 
owned service, built and paid for with public tax dollars, in the same manner as GO, 
TTC and the GTA's regional transit services. 

Taking these factors into consideration, in my opinion, the policy should reflect the 
following considerations: 

1. Different fare schedules for seniors and students, typical of fare policies relating to 
other public transit services. 

2. Pro-rated fares for commuters accessing the services at stops, including Weston and 
Bloor West. 

3. Considerable public input as to whether the fare should be set to re-coup the cost of 
construction (as opposed to operating costs) and if so within what timeframe. In 
addition, any consideration to re-coup construction costs must, at the same time, clarify 
whether fare rates will drop once costs are recovered.  

4. The 2010 decisions of Metrolinx to compensate the airport for lost parking should 
undergo a review. 

In closing, I would ask that our government revisit the perspective that the UP Express 
is somehow only a special or premium service, primarily serving airport customers.   

The fact that the train has planned stops in Weston and Bloor West means that the train 
will also serve local rail commuter customers. I do not see any issue with airport users 
travelling alongside commuting Toronto residents, as this would benefit the greatest 
amount of people.  

While it is true that the UP Express is being built to manage an expected jump in airport 
service during the Pan Am Games, the Games will last only a few weeks. I believe we 
have to think long-term about the UP Express to benefit both airport and commuting 
residents. 



 

Looking back on the history of the Air Rail Link, now UP Express, the service has 
changed substantially from its initial plan to be a high speed, private train, exclusively 
for airport customers with no apparent concern for the communities surrounding it. 
Since initial planning in 2002, the UP Express is a much improved service which has the 
potential to benefit local communities and residents. Evidence of this is found in new 
developments coming up near the Weston stop which are advertising the UP Express 
as a benefit to purchase property in the area. 

We should take a hard look at our past objectives that have since changed. Now is the 
time to seize the potential of the UP Express to serve multiple transit demands and the 
greater good. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Laura Albanese, M.P.P. 

York South-Weston 


